Crown Primary School Parent Council

Minute of Meeting 

20th January 2011
Present: Andy Hamilton (AH), Anne Gillies (AG), Lisa Hutchison (LH), Dietrich Pannwitz (DP), Linda Cowie (LC), Clare Livingston (CL), Robbie Davidson (RD), Alice Murray (AM)
One additional parent was in attendance.
Apologies:

Cllr Jimmy Gray (JG)
1.
Co-option of New Members

1.1 Alice Murray was co-opted on to the committee and volunteered to represent the early years.
1.2 It was noted that another parent had also expressed an interest in joining the Committee.

2. Minute of the Last Meeting

2.1 The minute of the last meeting was approved as correct – proposed by Robbie Davidson and seconded by Dietrich Pannwitz.

3. Matters Arising 

3.1 Playground Development: It was noted that the picnic tables require anchors and the School would cover the cost of these.

It was noted that a report on the condition of the play train indicated that it required substantial repairs to meet safety requirements and that this would only extend the life of the train by 2-3 years. It was estimated that the cost of the repairs would be in the region of £1000 and it was agreed that this would not be a good use of money. It was therefore agreed that arrangements would be made for the train to be removed. The garden contractors would be approached to see if they would remove the train. Action: DP
It was noted that there were no issues with the financial arrangements for the playground project and there has been very positive feedback from pupils.

3.2 Garden Project 
DP provided a summary of the current position of the Garden Project and read out an e-mail from ‘Awards for All’ stating that as long as the project met planning requirements then that would satisfy the Fund.
As the project met planning requirements and considering the various issues, it was agreed to proceed with the project as planned.

LC stated that Clifford Cook, Acting Area Education Manager, had visited the School and is to draft a letter to residents who have written to complain about the project. RD to contact Mr Cook to chase up the letter. RD to also draft an e-mail to residents on behalf of the Parent Council.
Action: RD
3.3 Road Safety

A crossing patrol officer has not been recruited for the Kingsmill junction due to a lack of interest. AM volunteered to promote the position around her work and at the Corner Club. The Parent Council were not aware if the Midmills Crossing patrol officer had been advertised.
There has been no progress in the proposal to re-design the Kingsmill Junction. It was noted that this might be unrealistic due to the current financial climate. AH to speak to JG for advice/update. Action: AM & AH
3.4 Maintenance
DP provided a brief update. DP would chase up the request for draft proofing on external doors. AH would speak to JG regarding the painting of railings at the back entrance. Action: DP & AH
3.5 Active Schools
DP reported that he had had a response from the Council regarding the role of Active School Co-ordinators. There was limited progress however it was hoped that the school would get some input by mid February.

3.6 Website
AH reported that he had started to design a new web site using ‘Moon Fruit’ . He would forward a link of the new site once completed. Action AH

4.0 Head Teachers Report

LC provided a report of recent activity and issues. A summary of the key points are as below.

· Staffing Issues  - Still pushing to get clerical post vacancy advertised which has been vacant since October. There were some delays in recruiting  cover for maternity leave and a Support for Learning Post is also requiring to be recruited.
· Christmas activities went well. It was noted that Dr. Donald arranged for some children to perform at some nursing homes which was gratefully received.

· The enrollment for P1 and nursery was currently taking place. The School role is holding strong.

· The nursery was having to turn children away due to nursery places being extended to 3 year olds.

· The open afternoons had gone very well and it was hoped to hold more soon.
· Work on Curriculum for Excellence was progressing well with positive work with the Associated School Group, projects including health and well being and writing.
5.0 Finance

AG provided an update on the finances. It was agreed that Account 2 would be closed, with the balance of £660.13 being transferred to the School for the play ground project. Action :AG

The Account were currently being audited

6.0 DONM

31st March, 7.30pm
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